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On the 22d day of February, 1832, being the Centennial 
Birth Day of Georg£ Washington, a number of Gentlemen^ 
from different parts of the Ignited States, honored the occasion, 
by a Public Dinner, at Barnard's Hotel, in the City of Washington. 

The arrangements for the Dinner, were made under the 

direction of a Committee, consisting of — 

Mr Chambers, of Maryland^ 
Mr Wagoaman, of Louisiana, 
Mr Letcher, cf Kentucky^ 
Mr* Bates, of Massachusetts^ 
Mr Peters, of Pennsylvania. 

According to the arrangements by this Committee, Mr Webstsr« Senator 
of the United States, from the State of Massachusetts, presided; and Gen. 
Charles Fenton Mercer, a Representative from Virginia, Gen. Walter 
Jokes, of the District of Columbia, and Gen. Joseph Vance, a Representative 
from Ohi<-, were selected to act as Vice Presidents. 

After the Dinner was removed, it was announced, by the . 
Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, that the President 
of the Day would announce the Toasts prepared for the occasion: 

Mr WEBSTER, the President of the Day^ then rose, and addressed the 
Company to the following effect: 

I rise, gentlemen, to propose to you the name of that great man, in com- 
memoration of whos9 birth, and in honor of whose character and services, we 
have here assembled. 

I am sore that I express a sentiment common to every one present when I 
say, that there is something more than ordinarily .olemn and affecting in this 
occasion. 

930509 
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V^e. are met to testify our regard for him, whose name is intimateff 
fclended with whatever belongs most essentially to the prosperity, the liberty, 
the free institutions, and the renown of our country. That name was of 
power to rally a nation, in the hour of thick thronging public disasters and 
calamities; that name shone, amid the storm of war, a Deacon light, to cheer 
«nd guid^ .the couiitry^s fi^fnds; it flamed, too, like a meteor, to repel her 
foes. That name, in the 6hj% of peace, was a loadstone, attracting to itself 
a whole.peoplv^'s-eosfidenise^a whole people's love, and the whole world's re- 
Sf^ect; -that naia^,. desfc^pjdHBg^wifh all time, spread over the whole earth, and 
littered in all the languages belonging to the tribes and races of men, will for^ 
ever be pronounced with affectionate gratitude by every one, iu whose breast 
there shall arise an aspiration for human rights and human liberty. 

We perform this grateful duty, gentlemen, at the expiration of a hundred 
years from his birth, near the place so cherished and beloved by him, where 
his dust now reposes, and in the capital which bears his own immortal name* 

All experience evinces, that human sentiments are strongly influenced b^ as* 
sociations. The recurrence of anniversaries, or of lon^r periods of time, 
naturally freshens the recollection, and deepens the impression, of events^ 
with which they are historically connected. Renoirned places, also, have a 
power to awaken feeling, which all acknowledge. No American can pa«s by 
the fields of Bunker Hill, Monmouth, or Camden, as if they were ordinary 
spots on the earth's sui^faee. Whoever visits them feels the sentiment of 
love of country kindling anew, as if the spirit that belonged to the transactions- 
which have rendered these places distinguished, still hovered round, with 
power to move and excite all who in future time may approach them. 

But neither of these sources of emotion equals the power with which great 
moral examples affect the mind- When sublime virtues cease to be abstrac- 
tions, when they become embodied in hitman character, aiid exemplified in 
human conduct, we should be false to our own nature, if we did not indulge 
in the spontaneous effusions of our gratitude and our admiration. A true 
lover of the virtue of patriotism delights to contemplate its purest models; 
and that love of country may be well suspected which affects to soar so high 
into the regions of sentiment, as to be lost and absorbed in the abstract feel- 
ing and becomes too elevated,, or too refined, to glow with fervor in the com- 
mendation or the love of individual benefactors. AU this is unnatural. It is 
as it one should be so enthusiastic a lover of poetry as to care nothing for Ho- 
mer or Milton; so passionately attached to eloquence as to be indifferent to 
Tully and Chatham; or such a devotee to the arts, in such an ecstasy with 
the elements of beauty, proportion, and expression,, as to regard the master 
pieces of Raphael and Michael Angelo with coldness or contempt. We may 
be assured, gentlemen, that he who really loves the thing itself, loves its finest 
exhibitions. A true friend of his country loves her friends and benefactors, 
and thinks it no degradation to commend and commemorate them. The vol- 
untary outpouring of the public feeling, made to-day, from the north to the 
south, and from the east to the west, proves this sentiment to be both just 
and natural. In the. cities and in the villages,, in the public temples and ia 
the family circles, among all ages and sexes, gladdened voices, to day, be- 
speak grateful hearts, and a freshened recollection of the virtues of the father 
of his country. And it will be so« in all time to come, so long as public vir- 
tue is itself an object of regard. The ingenuous youth of America will hold 
up to themselves tl\e bright model of Washington's example* and study to be 
what they behold; they will contemplate his character till all its virtues spread 
out and display themselves to their delighted vision; as the earliest astrono- 
mers^ the shepherds on the plains of Babylon, gazed at the stars till they saw 
them f(»rm into clusters and constellations, overpowering at length the eyes 
Of the beholders y ith the united blaze of a thousand lights. 
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QentlemeD, we arc at the point of a century from the birth of Washington; 
and what a century it has been! During its course, the human mind has 
seemed to proceed with a sort of geometric velocity, accomplishing more thaui 
had been done in fives or tens of centuries preceding. Washington stands at 
the commencement of a new era, as well as at the head of the new world. A 
century from the birth of Washington has changed the world. The country 
of Washington has been the theatre on which a great part of that change has 
been wrou^t; and Washington himself a principal agent by which it hasbeea 
accomplished. His age and his country are equally full of wonders; and of 
both he is the chief. 

If the prediction of the poet, uttered a few years before his birth, be true; 
if indeed it be designed by Providence that the grandest exhibition of human 
character and human affairs shall be made on this theatre of the westera 
world,- if it be true that— 

«*'The four first ftots already past, 

** A fifth shaU dose the dnifna with the day; 

" Time's noblest ofispnog is the last"-- 

h^w could this imposing, swelling, final scene, be appropriately opened, how 
could its intense interest be adequately sustained, but by the introduction of 
ju8t such a character as our Washington? 

WashiagtoQ had attained his manhood, when that spark of liberty was 
strucktiut in his own countrj, which has since kindled into aflame, and shot 
its beams over the earth. In the flow of a century from his birth, the world 
has changed in science, in arts, in the extent of commerce, in the improve- 
ment of navigation, and in all that relat(!s to the civilization of man. But it 
is the spint of human freedom, the new elevation. of individual man, in his 
moral, social, and political character, leading the whole long train of other 
improvements, which has most remarkably distinguished the era. Society, 
in this century, has not made its progress, lifce Chinese skill, by a greater 
muteness of ingenuity in trifles; it has' not merely lashed itself to an increas* 
ed speed round the old circles of thoueht and action; but it has assumed a 
new character; it has raised itself from beneath governments to a participation 
tn governments; it has mixed moral and political objects with the daily pur- 
suits ef individual men; and, with a freedom and strength before altogether 
unknown, it has applied to these objects the whole power of the human un- 
derstanding. It has been the era, in short, when the social principle has 
triumphed over the feudal principle; when society has maintained its rights 
against military power, and established, on foundations never hereafter to be 
shaken, its competency to govern itself. 

It was the extraordinary fortune of Washington, that, having been intrusted 
in revolutionary times, with the supreme military coinmand,and having fulfilled 
that trust with eaual renown for wisdom and for valor, he should be placed at 
the head of the nrst Government in which an attempt'was tobemade, on a 
lar^e scale, to rear the fabric of social order on the basis of a written consti* 
tution, and of a pure representative principle. A Government was to be es- 
tablished, without a throne, without an aristocracy, without castes, orders, or 
privileges; and this Government, instead of being a democracy, existing and 
acting within the walls of a single city, was to be extended over a vast coua- 
trVf of different climates, interests, and habits, and of various sects and sen- 
timents of the Christian religion. The experiment certainly was entirely 
new. A popular Government, of this extent, it was evident, could be fram- 
ed only by carrying into full effect the principle of repiresentation, or of dele- 
gated power; and the world was to see whether society could, by the strensth 
of this principle, maintain its own peace, and good government, carryfor- 
ward its ewn great interests, and condnct itself to political renown and glory; 
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By the benignity of Providence, this experiment, so full of interest to us and to 
our posterity forever, so full of interest to the world, in its present generation, 
and in all its generations to come, was sitftered to commence under the guid- 
ance of Washington Destined for this high career, he was fitted for it by 
wisdom, by virtue, by patriotism, by discretion, by whattvef can inspire con- 
fidence in man toward man. In entering on the untried scenes, early disap- 
pointment, and the premature extinction of all hope of succ^s, would have 
been certain, had it not been that there did exist throughout the country, in a 
most extraordinary degree, an unwavering trust in Him whose hand held the 
helm of affairs. 

I remarked, gentlemen, that the whole world was and is interested in the 
result of this experiment. And is it not so? Do we deceive ourselves, or is 
it true, that at this moment the career which this Government is running it 
among the most attractive objects to the civilized world? Do we deceive our* 
selves, or is it true, that at this moment that love of liberty, and that under- 
standing of its true principles, which are flying over the whole earth, as oa 
the wings of all the winds, are really and truly of American origin? 

At the period of the birth of Washington, there existed in Europe no po- 
litical liberty, in large communities, except the Provinces of Holland, and 
except that England herself had set a great example, so far as it went, by 
her glorious revolution of 1688. Every where else, despotic power was pre* 
dominant, and the feudal or military principle held the mass of mankind in 
hopeless bondage. One half of Europe was crushed beneath the Bourbon 
sceptre, and no conception of political liberty, no hope even of religious tole- 
ration, existed among that nation which was America's first ally. The King 
was the State, the King was the country, the King was all. There was one 
King, with power not derived from his People, and too high to be ques- 
tioned; and tne rest were all subjects, with no political right but obedience-^ 
All above was intangible power, all below quiet subjection. A recent occur* 
rence in the French Chambers shows us how hnman sentiments on these sub- 
jects have changed. A Minister had spoken of the * ^King's subjects.'' *^There 
are no subjects," exclaimed hundreds of voices at once, >Mn a country where 
the People make the King!" 

Gentlemen, the spirit of human liberty and of free Government, nurtured 
and grown into strength and beauty in America, has stretched its course inte 
the midst of the nations. Like an emanation from Heaven, it has gone forth, 
and it will not return void. It must change, it is fast changing, the face oJf 
the earth. Our great, our high duty, is to show, in our own example, that 
this spirit is a spirit of health as well a^ a spirit of power; that its be- 
nignitjr is as great as its strength ; that its efiiciency to secure indivi- 
' dual rights, social relations, and moral order, is equal to the irresisti- 
ble force, with which it prostrates principalities and powers. The world, 
at this moment, is regarding us with a willing;, but something of a fearful admi- 
ration. U» deep and awful anxiety is to learn whether free States may be 
stable as well as free; whether popular power may be trusted, as well as teared; 
in short, whether wise, regular, and virtuous self-government, is a vision, for 
the contemplation of theorists, or a truth, established, illustrated, and brought 
into practice, in the country of Washington. 

Gtentlenien, for the earth which we inhabit, and the whole circle of the sun, 
for latl the unborn: races of mankind, we seem to hold in our hands, for their 
W0^ or woe, the fate of this experiment. If we fail, who shall venture the 
repetition? If oucexample shall prove to be one;» not of encouragement, but 
of terror-— not fit to be imitated, but fit only to be shunned, where else shall 
the world look for free models? If this great Western Sun be struck out of 
the firmament, at what other fountain shall th^ Lamp of Liberty hereafter be 
lighted? What other orb shall emit a ray to glimmer, even, on the darkness 
of the world? 
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Ctentlcmen, there is no danger ofouroverrating^ or overstating, the import- 
tint part which we are now acting in human affairs. It should not flatter our 
personal self-respect, but it should reanimate our patriotic virtues, and in* 
spire us with a deeper and more solemn sense, both of our privileges and 
of our duties. We cannot wish better for our country, nor for the world, than 
that the same spirit which influenced Washington, may influence all who sue* 
ceed him; and that that same blessing from above, which attended his efforts, 
may also attend theirs. 

The principles of Washington's Administration are not left doubtful. 
They are to be found in the constitution itself, in the great measures recom- 
mended and approved by him, in his speeches to Congress, and ii;i that most 
interesting paner, his Farewell Address io the people of the United States. 
The succasaot the .Government under his Administration is the highest proof 
of the soundness of these principles. And, after an experience of thirty-five 
years, what is there, which an enemy could condemn— what is there, which 
either his friends, or the friends of ^e country, could wish to have been other- 
wise? I speak, of course, of great measures and leading principles. 

In the nrst place, all his measures were right in intent He stated the 
whole basis of his own great character, when he told the country, in the home- 
ly phrase of the proverb, that honest^ is the best policy. One of the most 
atnldng things ever said of him, is^ ^IfuU he eh^nged mankincPs ideas of politic 
ui grmUn€8»<^^ To commanding talent, and to success, the common ele- 
ments of such greatness, he added a disregard of self, a spotlessness of mo« 
tive, a steady submission to every public and private duty^ which threw far in- 
to the shade the whole crowd of vulgar great. The object of his regard was 
the whole country* No part of it was enough to fill his enlarged patriotism. 
His love of glory, so far as that may be supposed to have influenced him at 
aUf spurned every thing short of general approbation. \i would have been 
nothing to him^ that his partizans or his favorites outnumbered, or outvoted, 
or otttmanageif or outclamored« those of other leaders. He had no favorites-^ 
he rejecled all partizanship; and, acting honestly for the universal good, he 
deserved, what ne has so richly enjoyed, the universal love. 

His principle it was to act right, and to trust the People for support; his 
principle it was not, to follow the lead of sinister and selfish ends^ and to re- 
ly on the little arts of party delusion to obtain public sanction for such a 
course. Boro for his countryi and for the world, ne did not give up to party 
what was meant for mankind. The consequence is, that his fame is as dura- 
ble aa his principles, as lasting as truth and virtue themselves. While the 
hundreds whom party excitement, and temporary circumstances, and casual 
cembioations, have raised into transient notoriety, sink again, like thin bub- 
bles, bursting and dissolving into the great ocean, Washington's fame is like 
the rock, which hounds that ocean, and at whose feet its billows are destined 
to break harmlessly forever. 

The maxims upon which Washington conducted our foreign relations were 
few and simple. The first, was an entire and indisputable imnartialit^r towards 
foreign States. He adhered to this rule of public conduct, against very 
strong inducements to depart from it, and when the popularity of the mo- 
ment seemed to favor such a departure. In the next place, he maintained true 
dignity, and unsullied honor, in all communications with foreign States. It was 
amons the high duties devolved upon him, to introduce our new Government 
into the circle of civilized States, and {powerful nations. Not arrogant or 
assuming, with no unbecoming or supercilious bearing, he yet exacted for it, 
from all others* entire and punctilious respect. He demanded, and he ob- 
tained at once, a standing or perfect equality for his country, in the society 
of, nations; nor was there a prince or potentate of his day, whose personal 
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character tarried with it, into the intercourse with other Statet, a greater de*' 
gree of respect and veneration. 

He regarded other nations onlj, as they stood in political relations to U8« 
AVith their internal afiairs, their political parties and dissensions^ he scrupu- 
lously abstained, from all interference; and, on the other hand,he'spiritedlj r^ 
pelled all such interference by others with us or our concerns. His sternest 
rebuke — the most indignant measure of his whole Administration-— v^s aim- 
ed against such an attempted interference. He felt it, as an attempt to wound 
the national honor, and resented it accordingly. 

The reiterated admonitions, in his Farewell Address, show his deep fears^ 
that foreign influence would insinuate itself into our councils, through the 
channels of domestic dissensions, and obtain a sympathy with our. own tempo- 
rary parties. Against all such dangers, he most earnestly entreats the coun- 
try to guard itself. He appeals to its patriotism, to its self respect, to its 
own honor, to every consioeration connected with its welfare and nappinesa^ 
to resist, at the verv beginning, ail tendencies toward such connection of fo» 
reign interests, with our own afiairs. With a tone of earnestness, nowhere 
else found, even in his last affectionate farewell advice to his countrymen, he 
aays—' ' Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence, (I conjure you to be- 
**fieve me, fellow-citizens,) the jealousy of a free people ought to be co/Mlonl- 
*</y awake; since history and experience prove, tnat foreign influence is one 
^^of the most baneful foes of republican government." 

Lastly, on the subject of foreign relations, Washington never fofgot that 
we had interests peculiar to ourselves. The primary political concerns of 
Europe, he saw, ciid not affect us. We bad nothing to do with her balance 
of power, her familv compacts, or her successions to thrones. We were pia- 
cea in a condition ravoraole to neutrality, during European wars, and to the 
enjoyment of all the ereat advantages of that relation. ^^Why, then," he 
asks us, *^ why forego the advantages of so peculiar « situation. Why quit out 
«^ own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny 
*' with that of any part of Europe, entan|;le our peace and prosperitv in the 
^* toils of European ambition, rivalship, interest, humor, or caprice?" 

. Indeed, gentlemen, Washington's Farewell Address is full of truths, im- 
portant at all times, and particularly deserving consideration at the present. 
With a sagacity which brought the fudure before him, and made it like the 
present, ne saw and pointedout the dangers that even at this moment most 
imminently threaten us. I hardly know how a greater service of that kind 
could now be done to the community than by a renewed and wide difiusion of 
tha' admirable paper, and an earnest invitation to every man in the country to 
reperuse and consider it.* Its political ihaxims are invaluable; its exhorta- 
tion to love of country and to brotherly affection among citizens, touching ; 
and the solemnity with which it urges the observance of moral duties, and 
impresses the power of religious^obligatiun, gives to it the highest character 
of truly disinterested, sincere, parental advice. 

The domestic policy of Washington found its pole-star in the avowed ob- 
jects of the constitution itself He sought so to administer that constitution, 
as to form a more perfect union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquil- 
lity, provide for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and se- 
cure the blessings of liberty. These were objects, interesting, in the highest 
degree, to the whole country, and his policy embraced the whole country. 

Among his earliest and most important duties, was the organization of the 
Government itself, the choice of nis confidential advisers, and the various 
appointments to office. This duty, so important and delicate, when a whole 
Gpvernment was to be organized, and all its offices for the first time filled, 
was yet not difficult to him ; for he had no sinister ends to accomplish, no 
'f See the end of theve proceedings for a copy of t!» Farewcn Address: 
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tlamoroos paHizans to gratifr^ no pleds;egto redeem, no object to be regard* 
«d, but simply rhe public good It was a plain, straight forward matter — ft 
mere hone««t choice of good men, for the public service. 

His own singleness of purpose, his disinterested patriotism, were evioped 
bj the selection of his first Cabinet, and by the manner in which he filled the 
Courts of Justice, and other places of high trust. He sought for men fit for 
offices ; not for offices which might suit men. Above personal considerations, 
above local considerations, above party considerations, he felt that he could 
only discharge the sacred trust which the country had placed in his hands, by 
a diligent inquiry after real merit, and a conscientious preference of virtue 
and talents The whole country was the field of his selection. He explored 
that whole field, looking only for whatever it contained most worthy and dis- 
tinguished. He was, indeed, most successful, and he deserved success, for 
the purity of his motives, the> liberality of his sentiments, and his enlarged 
and manly policy. 

^ Washington's Administration established the national credit, made provi- 
sion for the public debt, and for that patriotic army whose interests ana wel- 
fare were always so dear to him $ and by laws wisely fram^, aiid of admira- 
ble effect, raised the commerce and navigation of thecounlTy, almost at once, 
fn>m depression and ruin, to a state of prosperity. Nor were his eyes open 
to these interests alone. He viewed with equal concern its agriculture and 
manufactures, and so far as they came within the reeular exercise of the pow- 
ers of this Government, they experienced regard and favor. 

It should not be omitted, gentlemen, even in this slight reference to the 
general measures and general principles of the first President, that he saw 
and f^t the full value and importance of the Judicial Department of the Gro- 
▼ernment. An upright and able administration of the laws, he held to be alike 
indispensible to private happiness and public liberty. The temple of Justice, 
in his judgment, was a sacred place, and he would profane and |M>llute it, who 
should assign any to minister in it, not spotless in character, not incorruptible 
in integrity, not competent by talent and learning, not fit objects of unhesi- 
tating trust. 

Among other admonitions, Washington has left us, in his last communica- 
tion to his country, an exhortation against the excesses of party-spirit. A 
fire not to be quenched, he yet conjures us not to fan and feed the flame Un« 
doubtediv, gentlemen, it is the greatest danger of our system, and of our 
time Undoubtedly, if that system should be overthrown, it will be the work 
of excessive ymrty-spirit, acting on the Government, which is dangerous 
enough, or acting in the Government, which is a thousand times more dan- 
gerous; for Government then becomes nothing but organized party, and in 
the strange vicissitudes of human affairs, it may come at last, perhaps, to ex- 
hibit the singular paradox of Government itself bein^ in opposition to its own 
towers, at war with the very elements of its own existence. Such cases are 
opeless. As men may be protected against murder, but cannot be guarded 
against suicide, so Government may be shielded from the assaults of external* 
foes, but nothing can save it, when it chooses to lay violent hands on itself. 

Finally, gentlemen, there was in the breast of Washington one sentiment 
to deeply felt, so constantly uppermost, that no proper occasion escaped 
without Its utterance. From the letter which he signed, in behalf of the Con- 
▼ention, when the Constitution was sent out to the people, to the moment 
when he put his hand to that last paper, in which he addressed his country- 
men, the Union-^the Union, was the great object of his thoughts. In that 
first letter, he tells them, that to him, and his brethern of the Convention, 
Union appears to be the greatest interest of every true American ; and in that 
list paper he coi^ures them to regard ttiat nnit^r of Government^ which t9tf^ 
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fttitutes them one People, as the yerj paliadiam of their prosperity and safety^ 
and the securitj of libertj itself. He regarded the Union of these iStates^ 
not so much one of our bfessings, as the great treasure-house which contained 
them all. Here, in his judgment, was the great magazine of all our mean9 
of prosperity ; here, as he thought, and as every American still thinks are 
deposited all our animating prospects, all our solid hopes for future greatness. 
He has taught us to maintain this Union, not by seeking to enlarge the pow« 
ers of the Governments on the one hand, nor by sarrendering them on the 
other ; but by an administration of them« at once firm and moderate, adopt- 
ed for objects truly national, and carried on in a spirit of justice and 
equity. 

The extreme solicitude for the preservation of the Union, at all times ma- 
Tiifested by him, shows, not only tne opinion he entertained of its usefulness^ 
but his clear perception of those causes which were likely to spring up to en- 
danger it, and which, if once they should overthrow the present system, 
would leave little hope of any future beneficial re union. Of all the presump- 
tions indulged by presumptuous man, that is one of the rashest, which looks* 
for repeated and favorable opportunities for the deliberate establishment iif 
a United Government over distinct and widely extended commnnities. Sueh 
a thing has happened once, in human affairs, and but onee : the event stands 
out, as a prominent exception to all ordinary history ; and unless we suppose 
ourselves running into an age of miracles, we may not expect its repetition. 

Washington^ therefore, could regards and did regard^ nothing as of para- 
mount political interest, but the integrity of the union itself. With a united 
government, well administered, he saw we had nothing to fear; and without 
it, nothin|; to hope. The sentiment is juKt, and its momentous truth should 
solemnljr impress the whole country. If we might regard oar country as per- 
sonated in the spirit of Washington, if we might consider him as representing 
her, in her past renown, her present prosperity, and her future career, and as 
in that character demanding of us all, to account for our conduct, as political 
men, or as private citizens, how should he answer him, who has ventured to 
talk of disunion and dismemberment? Or, how should' he answer him, who 
dwells perpetually on local interests, and fans every kindling flame of local 
prejudice? How should he answer him, who would array state against state, 
interest against interest, and party against party, careless of the continuance 
of that umty of government which wnatittttea tu one people? 

Gentlemen, the politicaK prosperity which this country has attained, and 
which it now enjoys, it has acquired mainly through the instrumentality of 
the present government While this a^nt continues, the capacity bf attain- 
ing to still higher degrees of prosperity exists also. We have, while this 
lasts, a political life, capable of beneficial exertion, with power to resist or 
overcome misfortunes, to sustain us against the ordinary aceidenta of human 
affairs, and to promote, by active efforts, every public interest Bat dismem- 
berment strikes a^ the very being which preserves these faculties. It would 
lay its rude and ruthless hand on this great agent itself. It would sweep 
away, not only what we possess, but all power of regaining lost, or acquiring 
new, possessions. It would leave the country, not omy bereft of its prosperity 
and happiness, but without limbs, or organs, or faculties, by which to exert 
itself, hereafter, in the pursuit of that prosperity and happiness. 

Other misfortunes may be borne, or their effects overcome. If disasttoas • 
war should sweep our commerce from the ocean, another generation mav renew 
it; if it exhaust our treasury, future industry may replenish it; if it desolate and • 
lay waste our fields, still, under a new cultivation, they will grow green 
ag^, and ripen to future harvests. It were but a trifle, even if tne walls of 
yonder Capitol were to crumble, if its lofty pillars should fall, and its gor- 
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rufl <ie6oratioB» be nH covBre4 bj tbef dust «f the vallej* - All these mi^t 
rebuilt. Qut Who shall reconstruct the fabric of demolished government! 
"Who shall rear again the well-proportioned columns of constitutional libertjf 
Who shall frame together the skilful architecture which unites national sove- 
reign tj with state rights^ individual' security, ahd public pftjsperity?' No, 
gentlemen^ if these columns fall, they witl'be raised not again, fiike thte Col«< 
loseum and the Parthenon, they will be destined to a mournfu!--a ralebncholjl^ 
immortality. Bitterer tears, howe,Ter, will flow over Ihem, than Were ever 
ahed over the monuments of Roman or Grecian art}. for they will be the rem- 
k&nts of a mdre ji^lof ious ediAce, than Gi^eeeor Rome ever aaww^ibe edllce 
of constitutional American liberty. 

But* gentlemen, let us hope for better things. Let us trust in that gracious 
Being who has hitherto held our country, as in the hollow of his hand liet 
us trust to the virtue and the intelligence of the people, and to the efficacy of 
t^iigious obligation^ Let us trust to the influence of Washington's example. 
Let us hope that that fear of heaven, which eipels all other fear, and that re- 
gard to duty, which transcends all other regard^ may influence public men 
&nd private citizens, and lead our country still onward in her happy career. 
Full of th(^e gratifying aiOticipatiods and hopes, let us look forward to the ^nd 
of that century, which is Dow coil' menced. A hundred years hence, other 
disciples df Washington win celebrate his birrti, with no less of sineene adju- 
ration than We now commemorate it. When they shall meet^' as we noinf 
meet, to do themseTves and him that honor, so sorely as they shall see tli^ 
blue sumtnits of hi» natite imountftins rise in the borii^on, s/o surely as tl|ey 
shall belloid the> river on whdse banks he lifed^ and on whose banks he rests,, 
fttill flowing to the sea-^-so surely may they see^ as we now see, the flag of the 
Vnion floating^ o* the top of the Gapitol; and then^ as now, may the sun in his 
course visit no land more free, nMre happy* more lovelyy than this oar owb 
tottntl-y! 

Gendemeo, t piropg$e7-« 

^^f^tie lilftif0r$ of CTftfriir wmniOiinistm/^ 

After this address and (oaat, Which; were received with the wannest testi- 
monials of approbation by the company, the President announced in swceession 
the IblhMidng'tMatsa 

S. The memory of James Otis and Pan4ek Hear}', '< who first molted the ball <if the Revohition.*' 
- a. Sumri AdiriBw-'anil John HumdaIh |)m7 aeeaired the first hpoora of the K«iroltttioi»-^t- 
criptiont in the eaase of their oountiy. 

' 4. The mBaMj of BetuemSii FraoUio, Jphu Adsnii, sad* Thamm Jefiersoaj no honDrt ean. 
ttfaal their flieribi» no ealoBT ^nhanoe their iarae. 

5. The statesmen and heroes of the Revolution — the compatuoru of Woifdngion, in war ami peace 

6. The old-CoatineoKal Congress, yfho con d uct e d the ooantij^ thffoii^i trial and disaster, iti 
war and in peace, to Independence and Union. 

7. The 8nrfifon of the Army of the Revolotion; ** An army which difl and soffered more 
than any other titmy ever did> in defence of the rights and liberties of human nature. >* 

( WaihiMffiQn?$ Utter ta Congrtu, 18/A March^ 1783. ) 

S. The patriot hero, <* who eondoeted the gi^eat military contest of the T«voitttion with wisdom 

Slid foMiUide, invarUbly regMdln(> the r^tsof the cit U power, through aU disaAers and changes. *' 

(M^ofihBPretideniefCQngrittitiQen. W^u^^kigten'eaddtem^gnpeelgrmfld^emmiuiM.) 

9. France, the first and only ally of the ITnited States; she generously aided our fathers in their 

struggles for liberty^she has ow sympathy tit hei* own* ' 

, The l^^esident of the day then announced to the company that an invitation 
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to this dinner had been extended by the committee of ftrniiifemeiiHt to the 
President of the United States, to which the fonnwinff reply had been received: 

Wakhihotoic, 81 St Feb. 1832. 
jOenUemen: I regret to be eompeJled to decline the invitatioii wHb wbichyou haire favored me, 
to iMirtakA of the dinner proposet^ to be given by a number of gentlemen, tO'tnorrow, at Burnard'tt 
Hotel, in bonor ** of the principlea and memoiy of General Washington. '* 

Very respeetfiilly, &c. your ob't tervaot, ANDREW JACKSON. 

Mesars E. Ch«mbers, George A- Waggaroan, Rob. P. Leteber, — — Peters, I. C. Bates. 

The chair then annoonced tke followieg toast kj the comml^eeo^arninge* 
ments. 

10. **THB-pBEin»iH¥ oip ma UiimsB Statx* ^* 

This toast havin|» been drank, the following additional toasts were drank: 

11. General Xq/aye<te, the eonsistent friend of liberty in both hemitphercB: onbroken by dla* 
aster, oncornipted by success: the worthy scholar of the best of schools — ^the school rf Washington 

12. Jambs Madisoit, the father of the Constitution; and the memory of b^ iAaArtmi afsociajtes 
Alexander Hamilton ^nd John Jay. 

Id. The Memory of Jambs Mo iTROE. 

14. Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, the only surviving signer of the Declaration^f Independence. 

The chair then stated that an invitation to this festival had been extended 
to the Chief Justice and the Associate Judges of the Supreme Court of the 
United States^ from whom the following reply had be^n received: 

Mr Chief Justice Mahshau, and the Associate Jartices of the Sopveme Court, tt^tnm tbeip 
respectful compliments to the honorable MpCharabera and the other member? of the Qomduttee 
of Arrar^gements who superintend the Celebration of the Sad instant, and regret that eirouinataitces 
prevent theh* accepting the poIRe invilatfon of the Committee, to dine with thomaelvts, and with 
6)e j^entfenien they represent at Barnard's, at five ob Wednesday. 
Feb. 21st, 1«32. 

Mr Marshall says for himself, that no occasion could be presented, in which bo veold feel 
more inlcreat, or be mope atrongly disposed to pitflipiptte in the eojoyraeots of the da|p, w^re he 
DOW capable of tasting them. But his tobd unfitness for company, his eiith% Inability t5 commu- 
nicate or reoeiye pleasure- moat be his apology for doclinii^ an invitatioo, which, imder other 
circumstaaoes, he would certainly accept . , • 

The Tollowing toasts were then drank, with the strongest naijcs of approba- 
tion, by all the company: 

15. The Chief justice of the United Sttttes, the IKead aad biegmphop of 'W«iUii|;too, dH^great 
expounder of the Con<^titution. 

16. The Supreme Cotirt of the United States, elothed by the Cooititution with the m6*t high 
and delicate functions, they have sustained themsdtes for forty years in we thll possession pf 
public confidence. V 

The remainder of the prepared toasts were tiien given as follows: 

17. The Union of the States: ** The Unity of the Government, which eonstitdtes us one people, 
U the mam pillar in the edifice of ouf^al hidepeodence, the siip|)Ort of tranqoilitf at home,' of 
peace abroad-M>f safety, of prosperity, and liberty. ''--(friwAJnf-MnVyiTyi^^ - 

la Washington's theory of the Constitution; "It is obviously impracticable in the federal goi 
vemment of these States to secure all rights of iodependent sovereigiity 4o eaohj, and yet .provide 
for the interest and w'stf. of all .*'— Ti^ leUer of WoniWRgtm^ Of J'rfaukm ^ thf Fe^grifl Con^ 
vmtionytranmaitthi^the€miafkutimkt9Cm^ ..-v^.. v 

19. *'The greatest interest of every true Americans the Consolidation of oui^ Union, in which 
are involved our prosperity, felicity, safety,, and perhaps our national existence. 'f — The sameletter. 

The chair then annoqnced that «n invitation to this dinner had be^ exi^ea- 
ded bj The committee of arrangements, to the Vice President of theUnfted 
States, from whom the following reply had been received: 
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The Vicv Pbssidbst liti UmI the honoi: to receive the mviUitioo of Mr Chambers, Mr W&|^^ 
TOian, Mr Letcher, Mr Peters, and Mr Bates, to join them, with a number of other gentlemen, oi^ 
Wednesday, the 22d inst at dinner, lit Barnard's, and regrets that it is not in his power to accept 
their invitation. 

The dhair then announced^ as from the committee of armuigementoy tbi^ 
following toast: 

«*Thx Vics-pRSsiBiirr or tb» Uhitbd 8tatbs.»» 

The chair aext stated, by direction of the committee of arrangements, that; 
an invitation. to. this diiioer had been . extended to John Quinoy Adams, late 
Presid^ntof the UnitedStates, from whom the following reply had been received: 

WAaniHOTOir, 81st Feb'y, ISSa* 
Messrs Chambers, Waggliman,I>ietoher,Qi«Qi,PeCerit. . ■. 

) ,Qentienien:. Acoept my grateful aoknowledgemeots, a^d bafe itfie goodoets to present them ts 
(he gentlemen associated with yon for the oelebralioo «f the great CeDfeeiiiual AnoiversMy by • 
public dinner, for the honor done me by the obliging invHation to attend on this IMveioMatto^ 
M ytDur guest*. 

I wgret that the inattn stMe of mr healA irll deptn«me cf iMs pleasure which lehonld have 
enjoyed by oomplniMe ^wifth your kind proposal, it admonishes me to avoid the exposure of the 
wght fron» home. Bat my heart will be with yon, and, instead of nf perivna^ attenffamee, I offer 
you the folioiriag,Bis'a sentiment suited to the. oecaaioii: - 

<* PpOffre$m)e Bnprvttement in the CwMhrt of Man, from Wnihington^t Burih-day, toVd^ 
"Mxy its march to the next Centennial Anniversary be*««omwAB*.*' 

Most relpectfolly; your fHend, ' J. ^ ADAMS. 

The president of the dav then announced, under the instruction of ti>e com- 
mittee of arrangementsytne following toast: 

«< JoiuF Qourcx AoAxa, late President of the United States.*' . 

According; to the arraDsementg by tb« committee^ the seittleiiiefl Whote 
toasts will be fbuad in the sequel, were successively called upon by the 
presidefdt of the day, for sentiments due to the occasion. And first-^ 

Mr JOHNSl^ON, of Louisiana, was called upon hy the prasident ifpr a 
speech, but apologized for not being prepared^ as his time had been occupied 
during the last two days in making tlie necessary preparations for this occa- 
sion. In place of a speech, he offered the following se^itiment — 

'< Vianima, tbe birth plaoe of WAsnmnoiri She elalnf to be the depotitorir of his foinains. 
^.Tbe tomb eontnifks all thstt onoe was ^ATmbiicten, caiftipt hisgloftrs that m the rieh inhiwitnnee 
clhil country.^' . i « j 

Mr JAMfci? BARBOUR, of Va. being called upon by tfie Pretfdent for a 
toast, rose and addressed the Company nearly as follows r ' 

I yield ready obedience to the call which has been made upon me, on the 
uniform principle of my every act — respect for the constituted aathorities--^ 
of which I cannot give a higher evidence, than by consenting to follow the 
gentlemen that have preceded me, unused as [ now am to public speaking. 

I view it as an evidence of my greatly good fortune, that' it has been p^r- 
mitted to me to unite with this company, for whom I entertain so much re* 
gard, in doing honor to the memory of Washington A hundred years have 
expired since his birth; and many have interposed since his d^ath'; and yet, 
thirteen millions of People, animated with an itacreased %eal, have^ne furth 
to-day, to pour out their grateful hearts as an offering to his surpassing worth. 
And thus Time, which is consuming the fam^ of otners, is adding to that of 
Washington. 
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"In eKptoring the cause of such abidirtg^antt univerta!' feneration, ptiiTatt* 
(hropj nncH ample occasion for consolation and joy. She feels, that it; arises 
not from a servile sycophancy, nor from the sordid abasement which humbles 
itsUf before present power, in hopes of reward j but, that it is the offering of 
pure mid iKiMii^^Pested f^ratitade to tl^ greatest ben^ctov^offmankiad. Rea- 
son and philosophy lend their sanction to such a tribute — full. of honor alike 
to the giver and receiver. It is not tk»X every ivl^^re niud to a oiere soccjess- 
ful |8:eneral. — For, whatever claims Washington may have had for military 
serviees, they sink into nothing, when compared with his civic virtues. A snc- 
c^ssf'al general is of ordinary occurrence, and the product of every age.— >But^ 
it was reserved for Washington, in the midst of civH war, in every emergen^ 
cy*^both. i«i 'adverse and prosperous circumstances—to practice the ^reat 
principle of republics — a subordinatiori of Ike milkat-y to the civil authority---* 
and, findiy^to'sei^e tke f rst 6t«oottion that oiered, to lay his l^reatbs aod 
kit p9«rer 90 the altar of «n emancipated 'Country* ^ 

Br«taska» been honored by theapphMiseof the<patriot8 of every sueceedingp 
age, for having plunged the avenging steel in the bosom of an usurping gene- 
pa4*^^n afct,fb'the p«et%eye, nHyresMimii Mtkam ^anctl, suns, and ada- 
mantine spheres, wheeling unshaken Hhitov^ the ikiid immeoic'V^ut ' Waah* 
ii^ton sorpttsaed Bpwtuai for be tri omphed over himself. Intake wkole course^ 
of my reading, I have seen nothirn^, that' mldressed ttaeVf wkb-sock an irre-' 
«lstal»le palbaa to my.feeliogftV as Washington reaigniiig his commission a«d 
retiring to private life. • I aoUiaUy perfiNrwed api^rlmago to. Annapolis—^ 
cotenp^rary pointed to the particular spot where the august scene occurred— 
^here, I inyoluntarilv^xclaiiped, his monument should be erected — for, 
there he consummated his glory!* Ffoiii that point a new and hitherto un- 
trodden path to fame commenced, ^rom that time Washino;ton ceased to be- 
long exclusively to Virginia, his birti" ^place, ^r to Americn, li^ country. He 
ipras.«ojiv 4H^prppor<jr of the human race; at .whose l^ead/he .was placed rbj 
their :uiMversaLi|ecIaim^ And^altbojugbti^is example may b^ but feebly imi- 
tated by}^if09|iiei; n^U^uresi^— yet his, chaiacler JMs became a barometer of the 
moral world: and by it are calculated the claims of others on the gratitude of 
?nankind. it istands, a ahimrig example to the nations oftheearth, destined 
-to survive the convulsions of states, and the overdvrow of republics j and, at 
which, after an intervening eclipse, future patriots will rekindle the extin* 
guished lamps of Liberty f .. . 

With what dettglt^ dtd we Hdleni to orur worfky presKdin;^ oflker, when he 
.opened the second drtnia, in wkk^hWiaiibin^toi^ acted aoeonspkuouft a par^ 
Those halcyon days form a moral crisis amid the desolation of 'time. Thir^ 
teen iDifam repnjblics, guided alone by it^^ntellA^nqe.^ and virlue, and love 
ohiberty, uniting their, destjny, by a ne.vv.fQryi.or Governmen^t, whose linea- 
ments pi:oclaim tiie most.majestic eSbrt of the human mind-rits.adminii«tra* 
.tiQn.cbiY^QMttejd.to Washington, the tutelary genius of America — and charged 
.with ljiie^f4Jture hopes of ifian! .With wh^ auxious^ fearful hopes did the op- 
pressed yf 4beeftrth ,^ze. on .this ; prodigy, in the twilight of its birthi.but 
.when it beg»Q to, rise in grandeur above tl^e horis^on.ahd pursue its. upward 

Eatb to. the l)igh pl^e fissi^ed it, in the constellation, ofjsations — in its ascent, 
ef0i|ii{^ f)Ofii,and |noreJ;irilliant,|'ill its effulgent ray^ penetrated the darkest 
^ad.uttermos(« corners of tiie earth* with, what rapturous hosannas was its pro* 
gress hailed!, • Wajih|ngfon nurned in its infancy, with, a parent's care, this 
great sche/ne of human happiness, and res^'ed it to oiaturity. , Would to God, 
. Jiis, mantle :had.f^en on all his successors!-^ Vain and ertravagant wish!— His 
like, f fear, we shall see no more. 

i will only add, that the name of Washington is as dear to Union as lo 
J^iberty— terms wbich, to an American patriot, should be synonymous. His 
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1(Ca<^ to liiftoooiiii7nieBr^M^sme¥^rj]^t^ iii4th thU^^DfiaAaml vidii«4 
political truth. 

It hfts exercised a most buieficent iDfluenQe on our best aq<1 .de^F^est Ikupesv 
and will continue so to«do, till Providence withdraws froin us the light of 
flisconntehatvce. Let us, then, identifj the name of Washingtoa with Un* 
ion, and ^eld the enemies of the one, the eaefDies of, the other. 

On dtrdian occasion as this, we will turn awaj from contemplating the po8« 
fldbitity of fetich a calamity. If the Athenian lawgiver thought it uonei^easary (• 
provide agafilst'parncilie, the virtue and iateUigence of the American people 
must r^ievte u» from thie apprehen^ian of amore atrocioajscrime We:wiU 
vather iudiilffe the hope, that each revolvio^ jear will he soUn^ni^^d with a^ 
ttniversal fekival to the rnemorj of Washington; that the . ajl)siorbiog theme 
every whdre will be Union and Liberty; and, that the same s^ntiinei^t 
Irhich'have been so^thusiastically received among us to-nieht may continue 
to animate euceeedin^ geiwrations, till time ^hall be no more! 

The following sentiment was then given by Mr. B. . 

** May Disciples of the T^ashiogton Sefaool rise Qp ftmong^ every oppressed People, and letll 
(hem oat of bqndagej** 

The P&EspiKNT OF THE Day ttow Tose, ftijd said — 

(ventlemen, . the associations of this day, the great names to which we have 
done h^noTy^and especially the patriotic, affectins, and truly American speech 
we have just heard, impel meto propose to you the following toast: 

««The aneieot CommonweftUi of Virgiaia.'' 

Mr, HUNTINGTON, of Connecticut, being then called upon, rode, ahA 
said — In responding to the call of the Chair, I avail myself of the opportuni- 
ty it affords, to suggest some thoughts Connected with the sentiment whii^k 
I shall propose, and which, I trust, are in unison with the occasion on whieh 
we have convened. 

Assembled to commemorate the birth of the greatest earthly benefactor of 
our beloved, country, and to honor tike natal day of him, the memory of mrhosi 
transcendant ..worth, will remain as Iong.as the records of American hi8tt>rj^ 
shall endure, no occasion can be more suitable than this, to meditate on the 
great principles which guided him in the discharge of all his public duties, 
which were inculcated by his example, his counsel, and his acts, which were 
embodied in his " Farewell Address," and left as a rich legacy to his felloW- 
citizens; and to renew our pledges of attachment and devotion to ourconSh 
mon country, its union, its liberty, and its interests, which thbse principles 
are so eminently calculated to foster. 

Among the m^ny wise . counsels which pur Washingtoii has left on record, 
for the benefit of his countrymen^ no one holds a more prominent place, thah 
that which incqlcates the duties of ** respect for the authority, compliance 
with the laws, and acquiescence in the measures" of the Goverriment whidi 
the p£opi«£ have established, expressed in the forms which the constitution, 
made and ratified by them, had prescribed. If there was any one subject, 
on which, more than any other, he dwelt with intense interest, deep solici- 
tude, and afiectionate entreaty^ it was that which has reference to the preser- 
vation of the Union — the foundations of which were laid in the constitutton, 
and which can. be dissolved, only by wantonly disregarding^ or openly violat- 
ing the fundamental principle, that it is the duty of every individual to i^bey 
the Government established by the People, ** until changed by an authentic 
act of the whole people." Hence, his repeated admonitions to dtscoonte- 
Dance whatever had a tendency to lessen th6 value of our Union — or,'in- the 
remotest degree, to impair the confidence of the public in its indispensable nc- 
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cessity to preserve our liberty and national prosperitj— -or to weaken the lif*^ 

ament which binds us together, as one people— or to create an impi^e^MODt 
that under anjr circumstanced, our union can be abandoned. With almost a 
prophetic eye, he surveyed the future, and foresaw, that the time nii|;ht ar- 
rive, when Mcft'ono/ feelings would be indulged— local prejudices fostered-— 
State pride assume the language of menace— State power be invoked to re- 
gistance, when an appeal would be made to sectional interests* to the spirit 
of party; when faction would exert all its energies to accomplish its unlawfal 
purposes—- when artifice would be resorted to, to weaken or destroy the con- 
viction, that without union there is no security for liberty— when attempta 
would be made to spread the poison of disunion throushoot the country. All 
this, the ^* Father of his country ** anticipated might nappen; and he warned 
bis fellow-citizens of its disastrous result! and all the energies of his Huod 
were collected and concentrated in the effort to persuade them, that so long 
as they cherished a devoted attachment to the Union, and frowned on any at- 
temot to remove this foundation stoneof their liberty and prosperity f so long 
as tney sustained, by their united efforts, the constitution of their own choice, 
and preserved, in their purity, the principles on which it was based, and 
should be administered, and brought to their aid the indispensable supports 
of religion and morality, they would remain a fret, prosperous, and nappy 
people. It is the part of wisdom to listen to these admonitions; to look criti- 
cally at the *^ signs of the times;" and to renew our exertions to sustain the 
the sreat elementary principles on which our Government is founded, and 
which were pressed on our consideration, so often, so earnestly, and with so 
much affection, by our departed Washington. Every friend to his country, 
and its institutions, whatever may be his station or occupation, is called upon 
to contribute his aid to ^* build up the waate places;" to see that the ^ancient 
landmarks" are not removed; to gather round our ark of political liberty; to 
give support and strength to our union; and to awaken a spirit which will effect- 
ually defeat every open or covert attempt to alienate the affections of the people 
from that constitution of Government, which, by the goodness of Providence, 
has bestowed on oi|r nation so many blessings. Should efforts be made, bj 
** internal or external enemies," to weaken the bond of our Union; to cut 
asunder the chain which holds us together as one people; to demolish the 
main pillar in our political edifice; to reduce us to the condition of weak, 
conflicting confederacies— if indications should appear, that a crisis was ap- 
proaching, when every thing we hold dear, connected with our civil rights, 
and our national prosperity, were in danger of being forever lost to us; when 
the hoped of departed patriots, that our Union would be perpetual, would 
seem about to be extinguishedi when opinions should be openly avowed, and 
political theories advanced, which, in their practical effects, would be subver- 
sive of the unity of our Government, it should be equally the duty and the 
privilege of all who love the memory, and revere the principles of Washing- 
ton, not to suffer a precious inheritance, acquired by the sufferings and blood 
of their ancestors, and enriched by the counsels and efforts of statesmen and 
patriots, to be lost by their pusillanimity, or neglect* And imperious is the 
obligation which rests on every good citizen, to watch, with unceasing vigil- 
ance, every movement towards disunion, and to crush every efftirt to make us 
a divided people. 

^ On this day» devoted to the commemoration of the birth of the illustrious 
individual, whose every feeling was for his country, and the perpetuity of its 
union, it becomes every American, to lay his hand on the altar dedicated to 
that Union, and there renew his solemn pledge, to be faithful to the constitu- 
tion^to defend it against the attacks of its open enemies, and its pretended 
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^' ftiendfl-^to flustatn it, in the fall exercise of its legitimate |iowers, ami to 
transmit it, uoimpairedy to posterity. 

Vt is in this spirit, and with feelings prompted by the occasion, which has, at 
] this time, brought as together, that I propose the following sentiment: 

*< Om Natiosal Uirioir— May ardent attaehment to the principlea on whieh It waa formed, 
I and a fixed determination to preseire them mkimpaired, erer be a test of Amerioaii patrielism.'^ 

' Mr NEWTON, representative from Virginia, then rose, in compliance 
with a call from the chair, and addressed the company as follows: — I obey, 
Mr President, with the same promptitude that others nave, the call made on 
me for a toast. As it was unlocked for^ it takes me by sarprise. On your 
patience I hhall not ventore lo trespass. For after what we have heard, and 
admired^ what is left for me to atterP— 'What can I say, were I competent to 

; the task? If eloquence were necessary to give lustre to the fame and worth 
of kim whose centennial birth day we commemorate, all its powers and pa^thos 

• have been exhausted. The example which Washington exhibited through 
Ufe, in all its varied scenes, speaks^-eloauently speaks, with resistless force« 
to every understandingy It awakens emulation— -it inspires every breast with 
sentiments.of ardej»t patriotism. In every action of his life, his object was to 
promote the .welfare of the people of the United States. No local considera- 
tions and feelings diverted him from it Can such a character, as rare as a 
miracle, deserve less than a nation's gratitude? Prom every part of this 
union, we see, assembled here, citizens who nobly contend with each other 
who shall honor and revere most the name and virtues of the father of his 
c^untr^. Grateful, indeed, ai^ my feelings, Mr President that a citizen of 
my native state should have performed actions that have jgiven.to every citi^ 
zen, in every state of the union, broth.erly jiffections for him, and made him, 
not the isolated and distinguished citizen of a particular state, but the great 
patron and benefactor of all. His first objectj when independence was won» 
was to perpetuate it. He, with many of those who asikisted to achieve itf 
formed the constitution. He strongly recommended its adoption; and when 
it was ratified by the people of the several stateSf he was unanimously chosen 
tiie first president unoer it If this nation enioyi more political cunsideratiou 
and freedom— if civil liberty and the rigjhts of man are better secured^ better 
understood, and more firmly established here tfa^n in a^j other nation, we 
owe, under Providence, to Washington and his coadjutors, such national 
blessings. Let us appreciate them as we should, and look to the constitution 
of the Uniied States as the ark in which is deposited the vital and animating 
wpini that alone can preserve and perpetuate them. 
Mr President, permit me to give a toast: 
•* The CotutkuUon of the Umied Statf E rro PimpMyAl** 

Mr Senator HOLMES haying been in turn called upon sald:«-Mr Presir 
dent, when we reflect how much our liberty depends on virtue and intelligence, 
and how much these depend on the instructions and example of wives and 
mothers, it cannot be deemed improper on^reat political occasions to call them 
to our special remembrance. It is, at this time, peculiarly appropriate to 
most of us, who are so long excluded from domestic endearments. But, as 
this is a subject too delicate for a speech, and as 1 have embraced what I 
would say in the sentiment I shall givet I take the liberty to present you the 
following; 

«Ova Uamss -»Mi9 tbejr eomione talrowikptvjne, sni to alkali m^ regard virtmi and 
Uipf eontribqlB It f m^ui a ««4r laauMSr ,«iiM)k ems WAtnorcnov coq^rSbntad^ to moeb, fp 



i >i 



Digitized by 



Google 



u 

usual with us, in the w^st, to make speeches dn offering a sentiment; bat, as 
explanatory of that which I am about to propMe, ['will jtt«t remark, that the tray- 
eller od the National Road from Cumberland to Wheeling wilt b»Te observed, 
9 little west of the Laurel Mountain, a spot, still known bj the nanie of Fort 
Necessitji and a little farther westward will be poinjted out to him another 
spot, celebrated as the field of Braddock's defeat. With this explanation, I 
propose — 

M Ths Wxtit As sbe first w jtbe«|ed tbe valor of Washington, she wiU b^ the last to ahatudan 
Jlii Suae oi* his principles. " 

Mr Senatoh SPRAOUB, of Maine, was then called apon^ and addressed 
the company .-^It might be supposed, (he b^n by saying,) that a subject 
which has attracted tie attention and elicited remarks from sudi gentlemen 
as those who have! already addressed us, must be entirely exhaustra^ and so 
indeed it would, were it one oTordinalry import. But the mem<)ry irf Wash- 
ington is a mine of moral and intellectual wealth of such HchnSss'ahd eitent^ 
as can never be exhausted, however numerous and efficient the^laiborers. 

In contemidiEiting his character, as a subject of eulogium, the toind is over- 
whelmed witn a conscious inability to fathom and embrace it; Indeed it 
w<^uld require powers approximating to those of Hie gteat orij^iilal hinraelf, 
fttliy to comprehend and appreciate it* 

in' attempting to select some peculiar and distinguishing endo#m6nt for ad- 
miration and remark, we find that all the qualities of grctttfiess afVd goodness 
are so fully and equally blended, as to produce an amtost invimAble r^^pog- 
ttanci^ to the omission nf any. 

in otheic pre-eminent men^ a single, rare^ and wonderful' gift of ttaturey 
some peculiar deVelo^mnt oif genius, some one great characteritSng power, 
has !4tood out prominent and alone; fixing the att^iition and challenging tke 
wonder of the beholder. 

But, in: him, it is the ^mMned whole ihat constitute the unparalleled per- 
fection of ehflf^acter— concentrating ^the purest and best of all other men^ 
Sowers "-^the genius, order, eilergy, and daring of the hero— controlled and 
irected by the judgment of the philosopher and the wisdom of the sage-* 
chastened and purified by the disniterestedness oif tiie patriot, and the piety 
of th^ christian; 

Tliis symmetry* ts a wlible— this perfection' of character in afi its parti^^ 
kas produced upon the minds of the unreflectiilg, a less impression of great- 
Bess and strength, than would the defects tft irregularfty and wildnessf as 
the more perfect the proportions of a mighty edifice, the lestf the iinpressit^n of 
its vastness upon the casual and trensieolt bfihoktier. 

6i^ if I were called upon to designate some one scene as niore characteris- 
tic aod glorious than any other, it Wbufd not be Washingtbu/as commander- 
pn-chief of 4)ur armies; even when, on the timA^ks of the Delavi^are, with three 
fhou8(i^/i\\ fed, ill cfad, continental soTdiers, he held in check ihitty thousand 
well appointed British veterans.— {t would not b^ W^ashington as the first 
chief ^lagistrate of this new-cr6ated f'epublic, pre-eminenft iu the midst of 
those great name^ which clustered around hlni; bift it would be that spectacle 
of upequ^led inoral sublirnity, lyhep, at the close of a revolution of yiblence, 
protracted and-bloody, he— the successful generafl— the triumphant warrior of 
that revolution-^with an army, needy, destitute, enthusiastically devoted to 
him'— With a country, exhaosliNK.amrfMrostrate before' lifimh^vehintalily dis- 
latided that army; and lfiidilown'blaf^wer»a'4t'««»J|liM,^ q^^ieii diveeting 
himself of what, in the vulvar vocabulary of the world, is called greatness, he 
was, IB the eye of the patnot, the philosopher, the philanthropist^ most truly 
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sreat. Others Iiaire ascended the heights of homan power, and their feeble 
brain becoming giddy by the annatural elevation, has precipitated them 
headlong into %e abyss beneath. Bat the origrnal exaltation of his mind 
raojged in a far higher sphere, and he could look down with calmness, self 
collected, self controlled, and descend with ease, dignity, and security. 

We have heard of other Washingtons! for there have been sycophants who 
could impiously attempt to writ^ his sacred name upon the front of their 
Wretchecl and transient idols. 

It was said by Bonaparte, that he was once expected to become the Wash- 
ington of Prance, but that it was not in his power. No— even Napoleon, at 
whose name kings and princes trembled— in whose path thrones and empires 
were trodden to the dust — even he could not be a Washington. And there 
never has been another mortal man, who, without the aid of divine inspiration* 
could be a Washington. Bolivar, too, in his day, was called the Washington 
of Colombia! He is gone— peace to his ashes! But it was well said, at the 
time, that we would not give our dead Washington for all the living Bolivars 
that the world could boast: and I will now say, that I would not give one of 
those bones, that now repose in the hallowed shades of Mount Vernon, for the 
whole muster roll of rank and file heroes that crowd the crimsoned records of 
history. 

Who shall ef^Umate the influence of his life upon the destinies of the human 
race? Cast your recollection backward one century, to (he day we now 
commemorate — contemplate the political thraldom of the world-*-mark (he 
march of freedom and or intellect, to the present time— carry your imagination 
forward one century hence — and dwell for a moment upon the beatific visions 
of the future, and then say what the world owes to tne birth day of Wash* 
ington. 

1 am admonished by the lateness of the hour, not to trust myself further 
upon this copious exhaustless theme; and I will detain you only by offering 
this sentiment: 

*'The Patriot Hero of our ReToIution-^Che Christian Statesmaft of our Bepablio— great ia 
goo^ess, and good in gvcatneta." 

Mr PENDLETON, of New York, being called upon, said— Assuredly, 
Mr President, 1 had not the least expectation of performing any other part 
than that of a listener during the celebration of this day* But, sir, since you 
have been pleased to call upon me, as the representative of New York at this 
board, I cannot, fur a moment, hesitate to comply with vour request I have 
looked around me with some anxiety, and regret to find that, besides myself, 
there is, to my knowledge, at least but one gentleman present from the state of 
New York. It would have given me pleasure to have had the support of a greater 
number; but, since it could not be otherwise, allow me to say that the indi- 
vidual to wlmm I refer, in tlie sentiment which I am about to offer, bears a 
name which is in itself a host, so replete is it with interesting associations—"' 
I allude, Mr President, to the name of Clinton. It may perhaps be supposed 
that, upon this occasion, it would become me to ascend higher up the streamy 
and rather call to your recollection Qeorgc: Cumton, the ancestor of our de- 
parted statesman, the friend and fellow soldier of Oen« Washington. He was 
one whose public services eminently entitle hirii to be remembered, when they 
are remembered who stood by their countrv in the day of distress. But I hope, 
sio that I shall not be thougnt to violate the propriety of this celebration, nor 
take a step too near our own times, if upon this octasion I express Hyou no 
other sentiment than— 

* The memorj of Dswitt Cuittof.'' 
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Mr Senator CHAMBERS (chairman of the committee of arrane;emenf8,} 
being next required to ^ive a sentiment, said, he could not but remark h w 
aj'Hv he verified the condition incident to all human power. But a moment 
sin< e, he had been vested with a ^Mittle brief authority," and now ^at a 
word-^ he was not disrobed, but actually in a state of obedience to a power 
(pointin/z; to the chair) which must not be resisted. As no officer is fit to 
comipand who know8 not how to obey, he would yield. 

To be serious, then, Mr President /(said MrC ) I will give you a sentiment 
A speech the company will not expect. Nothing can be added to which has 
be^u so eloquently and so justly said, in eulogy of the g:reat name, in honor 
of which we are here. The features that adorned the character of the great 
and good man, who is this day aflfectionatelj recognised by twelve millions of 
fre»'men as their common father, and their best benefactor, have been pic- 
tured to us in terms so glowing as to fill our heaits with joy and gratitude. 
Memory has pursued his steps through all the varied relations of hi i* eventful 
life, and the faithful history of '^ times gone by,'^ has assured us how admira- 
bly and how nobly he fulfilled the duties of the citizen, the soldier, and the 
statesman, how pure the principles, how meek the virtues ,that made him the 
great exemplar, fit to be exhibited to an admiring world, for the imitation of 
heroe> and sages in all after time. 

Mr President^ in our fond admiration of these virtues displayed in the bright 
circle of his social and political life, we should never cease to recollect that 
they were based upon that only foundation which could sustain them amidst 
the storms of ambitious passions, and the seductions of long possessed power. 
Washington was a christian. 

That Providence which designed him to fill the measure of man's highest, 
noblest destiny, which raised him up as it had done the lawgiver of old, ^^ to 
lead forth his people to the promised land," would have acted inconsistently 
with those immutable principles prescribed to our race, had it failed to lay the 
foundations of his character in a deep and abiding sense of his relations to his 
God. Sir, (said Mr C.) in the glorious diadem which crowns with immortal 
honor the brow of our sainted Washington,. the most brilliant gem is the deep- 
toned piety, the sacred respect for religion and morality, which regulated all 
conditions and every act of bis life. His soul, agitated as it was with scenes 
of mighty moment, was ever alive to the recollections, that when the grand 
purposes of his Creator were consummated by his agency in this life, there 
vperedestiniesof a higher-^far nobler, and more enduring kind, awaiting him 
in the life to come. 

What he had found alone capable of sustaining himself, he could not failto 
commend to others. His parental care, which, with so much anxious solici- 
tude, looked to the happiness of his children, has admonished us to regard, 
with a single eye, this roost momentous truth, on which rest the vtryfounda- 
tiona of our political hopes, that ihe proper character of ^' man and citizen" 
is not to be found, but in union with the principles of religion and morality. 
This useful lesson he has beaueathed to us as our best legacy in his farew«l 
address^ from the words of which 1 offer the following sentiment: 

" Religion and Morality," ** the great pillars of hamaD happiness— the firmest pi^ops of the 
duties of men and citizens." 

Mr WEBSTER now rose and said— 

If it had been allowedus as intelligent agents to choose at what period or 
place, we would pass the portion of time allotted to us, in this world, we could 
not, I think, have selected otherwise, than the kindness of Providence has se- 
lected for us. At what pi>riod could we have chosen to live, or in what coun- 
try to dwell, rather than at the present time, and where we are? For one, 
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Mrfcen I see how full of interest is the passine; age, and how favored of Provi- 
dence, is our native land, I am grateful to the Dispenser of all thines, that 
mv own lot has been so cast. It is a period of new moral elevationof the numaii 
cKaracfer, a time of active benevolence, and excited exertion for the diffusion 
of knowledge; and a time when every day seems to bring with it some im- 
provements in affairs, or to strike out something interesting by the efforts, or 
the colUsioQ, of human thoughts — The short space of life is lengthened by 
these means of filling it with new kteas, new enjoy mentSfand new hopes. And 
while we witness this improvement, and this progress of things, around us, and 
in the midst of us, we live in a land of peace; and health, and plenty; a cnun- 
trj of religious and civil liberty — ^a country not behind any or its cotempora* 
ries, in whatever distinguishes the age. 

As a sincere expression of my own feelings, I give you, gentlemen-— 

• *• Our Times and our Countiy.'* 

Mr Wbbster having retired- 
Mr Chambers being in the Chair^ now called upon Mr Bobbins of Rhode 
Island. When, 

Mr Senator RQBBINS, of Rhode Island now addressed the company as 
follows: 

Grntlemek — I beg leave to offer a sentiment; but first, with your indul* 
gence, will offer a few remarks, not inappropriate, I hope, to the occasion. 

It is the peculiar good fortune of this country, to have given birth to aciti* 
zen, whose name ever^ where produces a sentiment of regard for his country 
itself. In other countries, whenever or wherever this is spokeotof to be prais- 
ed, and with the highest praise, it is called the country of Washington. I 
believe there is no people, civilized or savage, in any place, however remote, 
where the name of Washington has not been heard, and where it is not repeat- 
ed with the tondest admiration. We are told, that the Arab of the Desert 
talks of Washington in his tent, and that his name is familiar to the wander- 
ing Scythian. He seems, infieed, to be the deliglit of human kind, af 
their beau ideal of human nature. ** Nil oriturum alias, nil ortum tale fa- 
tentes.*' 

No American, in no part of the world, but has found the regard for him- 
self increased by his connection with Washington, as bis fellow-country mani 
and who has. not felt a pride, and had occasion to exult in the fortunate con- 
nection? 

Half a century and more has now passed away, since ha came upon the 
stage, and hi^ fame first broke upon the world; for it broke like the blaze of 
day from the rising sun— almost as sudden* and seemingly as universal. The 
eventful period, since that era^ has teemed with great men, who have crossed 
the scene and passed off. Some of them have arrested great attention— very 
great: still Washington retains his pre-eminent place in the minds of men- 
still, his peerless name is cherished by them in tne same freshness of delight, 
as in the morn of its glory. 

History will keep her record of his fame; but history is not necessary to 
perpetuate it. In regions, where history is not read, where letters are un- 
known, it lives, and will go down from age to age, in all future time, in their 
traditionary lore. 

Who would exchange this fame, the common inheritance of our country^ 
for the fame of any individual, which any country of any time can boast? — I 
would not; with my sentiments, 1 could not. 

I recollect, the first time I ever saw Washington; indeed, it is impossible I 
should forget it, or recollect it without the liveliest emotion. I was then a 
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child at school; the School was dismissed, and we were told, that OenenI 
Washington was expected in town that day, on his way to Cambridge, to take 
command of the American Armj. We, the children, were permitted to 
mio^lB with the people, who had assembled in mass to see him. I did see 
him; I rivetted my eyes upon him; I could now, were I nhtster of the pencil, 
delineate with exact truth his form and features, and every particular of his 
costume: so vivid are my recollections. I never can forset the feelii^s his 
sublime presence inspired. How often afterwards, when 1 came, in my stu- 
dies, to learn them, have I repeated and applied, as expressive of that feel- 
ing, these lines-*- 

*' Qaem ses? ore fereiiii'^ quam forti peetore et tfmis 
" Credo eqoidem, nee vana ftdes, g^nus esse Deoruni.'' 

He did seem to me more than mortaL It is true this was young and ignorant 
enthusiasm; but though young and ignorant, it was not false; it was enthusi- 
asm, which my riper judgment has always recognized as just— it was but the 
l^nficipated sentiment of the whole human kind. 
^ I now beg leave to offer this sentiment: 

"The writtea legacy of Washington to his coaatrjmen — A code of polities, by whlJi, and hy 
vkich alone» as he beliered^ their Union and their liberties can be made inamortal.'* 

Mr R. S. COXE, of the City of Washington, was next called upon for a 
Toast, and responded thus: 

Mr Pre8I]»£nt — The call which has been made upon me on this occasion, 
b wholly unexpected. I had not anticipated, that it would be required at my 
bands to contribute to swell the praises of the illustrious individual, whose 
services and whose virtues we have this day commemorated. Of him it has 
been justly said by one of the most consummate orators and accomplished 
statesmen of the CMd World, that beyond any one known in the pages of his- 
tory, he had given the example of a perfect mati« In all the relations of life, 
as well public as private, he hasst(Mid forth unrivalled and unsurpassed. 

We have, this day, Mr. President, listened with delight to the eloquent de- 
lineations of his character, and the exposition of his principles from those wbo 
were competent to such a task. They have left little to be added, and' I 
should shrink from the vain attempt to supply their deficiencies, could I per- 
ceive that any such existed. I may, however, be pei matted to add my anx- 
ious desire and fervent wish, that the character of Washington as it has been 
this day delineated, and the principles of Washington as they have been this 
day expounded, may become familiar to every individual throughout this fa- 
vored land; that they may be impressed upon the minds of every child, as ex- 
)iibitit)ga full and complete model of his duties as a man and his obligations 
as a citizen. Could this wish be accomplished in its full extent, our country 
would have HtHe more to desire. The perpetuity of our free institutions 
would be ensured, and public prosperity and private happiness be placed be- 
yond hazard. 

In accordance with these opinions and feelings, I would beg leave to pro- 
pose to you. Sir, the following sentiment: 

" May every child of the Republic be taoght to admire, to venerate, and to imitate, the charac- 
ter and the principles of Washington!" 

Mr CRANE, of Ohk), being called upon, said, he could not expect to engage 
the attention of the company by a speech. He would merely give a sentiment, 
whtdi, be was confident, expressed the opinions and feelings of that people, 
among whose Representatives he had the honor to be numbered : 

c< ijgj^ Stays or Ohio.—- Though not ranked among those States who adopted the Constitution of 
tlie United States, the hood of our Union, she will be among the foremost to sustain and defend it." 
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nrhe foltowipg addidoml txMwts were thes proposed uid meeessiTely drank: 

My Mr C.I. Catfat,—^ TiBonni: The first to broOc the politiod cYiahis of Oreit Britwn, tte 
n^ill hot be the last to throlir off commercial bondage. — Herchiv^rous sons will not mueh longer 
bay their coats from a eoantiy, whose eom laws forbid its stfbjects to eat her bread stuSs, exetpt 
'when they are starving.'* • 

My Mr Charts Tappan^ ^fMatt,^-** WASBiiroToir: We will cherish his spirU^ though we mi^ 
-Hot possess his body . *' 

JByMr PM.FendaU,-^ Stati Riobts: Best asserted in maintaining the Union of the States.' 
My Mr E Cooke^ of OhtOt— ** Tex Fahx 07 WASHnroToir: Bounded only by the circuit of the 
flnn, based upon the eternal fonndations of liberty and virtue, and lifting its broad oolnmn to the 
akieSy it will continue to stand, immutable and imperishable, while truth and memory shall endur 
on the earth— looking down upon aU things eUe^ passing to oblivion— gathering strength firom the 
waste of cerUiirie^f and brightening amid the ruins of Time. '* 

JBy Dr, HunU, of Watidr^^Um,'^* Washi^otoh 's Fabsweu ADBftxss: The sheet anchor of 
our safety in the political storms that may threaten a wreck of the Union." 

Sy Mr Hoiigeo^ of MasM.^^^^e. spirit of the Oayt Rebuking the madness and hypocrisy of 
political partizansyit sanctifies and instructs both the fears and the hopes of an enU^htenedpairiottfm*' 
My Mr Z. CoUiru Zee?.— ^< The Union of the States, the noblSst monument of Washingtoe: 
May it be as sacred'and enduring as the liberty he achieved ! '^ 

By one of the Company,-^* Davixl Webster, the President of the Uign A true dIssipleoC 
WashfaigtOB— the Champion of the Constitution— vtetorious, mvineftle, and worthy of all honor.^ 
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PRBSZBSNT VfTA&BXSGTOU, 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, 



IHendSf mul FeOotv-dtizengf 

The period for a new election of ^ citizen to administer the Executive 
Government of the United States being not far distant, and the time actoal- 
)j arrived when jour thoughts must be employed in designating the person 
who is to be clothed with that important trust, it appears to me proper, espe* 
ciallj as it may conduce to a more distinct expression of the public voice, 
that I should now apprize jou of the resolution I have formed, to decline be- 
ing considered among the number of those out of whom a choice is to be 
made. 

I beg jou, at the same time, to do me the justice to be assured, that this re- 
solution has not been taken without a strict regard to M the considerations 
ajppertaining to the relation which binds a dutiful citizen to his country ; and 
that* in withdrawing the tender of service, which silence, in my situation, 
might imply, I am influenced by no diminution of zeal for future interest $ no 
deficiency of grateful respect for your past kindness ; but am supported by a 
full conviction that the step is compatible with both. 

jflhe acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in the office to which yonr 

*8uSra^8 have twice called me, have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to 

the opinion of dutv, and to a deference for what appeared to be your desire. 

I constant^ hoped, that it would have been much earlier in my power, con- 
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sistently with motiveg which I was not at liberty to disregard, to retam ta 
that retirement from which 1 had been reluctantly drawn. The strens^th 
of ray inclination to do this, previous to the last election, had e?en led to the 
preparation 4>f an address to declare it to you ; but mature reflection on the 
then perplexed and critical posture of our affairs with forei|3;n nations, and 
the unanimous advice of persons entitled to my confidence, impelled me to 
abandon the idea. 

1 rejoice that the state of your concerns, external as well as internal, no 
longf^r renders the pursuit of inclination incompatible with the sentiment of 
duty or propriety ; and am persuaded, whatever partiality may be retained 
for my services, that, in the present circumstances of our country, you will 
not disapprove my determination to retire. 

The impressions with which I first undertook the arduous trust, were ex- 
plained on the proper occasion. In the discharge of this trust, I will only 
say, that 1 have with good intentions contributed towards the organization 
and administration of the Government the best exertions of which a very fai« 
lible judgment was capable^ Not unconscious, in the outset, of the inferiori- 
ty of my qualificationsj^l^ience in my own eyes, perhaps still more in the 
eyes of others, has strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself; and 
every day the increasing weight of years admonishes ine more and more that 
the shade of retirement is as necessary to me as it will be welcome. Satisfied 
that, if any circumstances have given peculiar value to my services, they 
.were temporary, I have the consolation to believe, that, while choice and 
y^rudence invite me to quit the political scene, patriotism does not forbi^it^ 

In looking forward to the moment which is int<>nded to terminate the^a- 
reer of my public life, my feelings do not permit me to suspend the deep 
acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude which I owe to my beloved country, 
for the many honors it has conferred upon me ; still more for the steadfast 
confidence with which it has supported me } and for the opportunities 1 have 
thence enjoyed of manifesting n^ inviolable attachment, by services faithful 
and persevering, though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits have 
resulted to our country from these services, let it always be remembered to 
your praise, and as an instructive example in our annals, that, under circum- 
stances in which the passions, agitated in every direction, were liable to mis- 
lead ; amidst appearances sometimes dubious; vicissitudes of fortune often 
discouraging; in situations in which not unfrequently want of success has 
countenanced the spirit of criticism ; the constancy of your support was the 
essential prop of the efforts and the guarantee of ttie plans by which they 
were eftectea. Profoundly penetrated with this idea, I shall carry it with 
me to my grave, as a strong incitement to unceasing vows, that Heaven may 
continue to you the choicest tokens of its benefiqence ; that your union and 
brotherly affection may be perpetual ; that the free Constitution, which is the 
workofyour hands, may be sacredly maintained; that its administration, in 
every department, may be stamped with wisdom and virtue; that, in fine, the 
happiness of the People of these States, under the auspices of liberty, may be 
made complete, by so careful a preservation, and so prudent a use of this bles- 
sing, as will acquire to them the glory of recommending it to the ap- 
plause, the affection, and the adoption, of every nation which is yet a stran^ 
ger to it 

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop; but a solicitude for your welfare, which 
Cannot end but with my life, ana the apprehension of danger, natural to that 
solicitude, urge me, on an occasion like the present, to offer to your solemi^ 
«ontemplatioo, and to recommend to your frequedt review, some sentiments 
which are the result of much reflection, of no inconsiderable observation, and 
which appear to me all important to the permanency of your felicity as a peso- 
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pie. The&e will be offered to you with the more* freedom, as you can otily \ 
see in them the disinterested warnings of a parting friend, who can possibly y'^ 
have no personal motive to bias his council : nor can I forget, as an encour- : 
a^enient to it, your indulgent reception of my sentiments on a former and not 
dissimilar occasion. - 

Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament of your hearts, no 
recommendation of mine is necessary to fortify or confirm the attachment, v^ 

(The unity of government, which constitutes you one people, is also now 
d^ar to you. It is justly so : for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real 
independence ; the support of your tranauillity at home $ your peace abroad ; 
of^nur safety ; of your prosperity; of that very liberty which you so bighlr 
prize. But as it is easy to foresee, that, from different causes ami from dif- 
ferent quartt^rs, much pains will be taken, many artifices employecito weakent 
in your minds, the conviction of this truth ; as this is the point in'your politi- 
cal fortress against which the batteries of internal and external enemies will 
be most constantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously) di- 
rected, it is of infinite moment, that you should properly estimate the im- 
mense value of your national union to your collective ana individual happi- 
Best) i that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immoveable attach- 
ment to it; accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it, as of the palla* 
dium of your political safety and prosperity; watching for its preservation 
with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may sugsesteven a suspi- 
cion that it can in any event be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning upon 
the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of our country 
from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the va- . 
rious parts. 

For this you have every inducement of isympathy and interest Citizens 
by birth or choice, of a common country, that country has a right to concen- 
trate your affections. The name of American^ which belonjgs to you in your 
national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of patnotism, more thaa 
any appellation derived from local discriminations With slight shades of 
difference, you have the same religion, manner, habits, and political princi* 
pies You have, in a common cause, fought and triumphed together: the in- 
dependence and liberty you possess, are the work of joint councils, and joint 
efforts, of common dangers, sufierin^is, and successes. 

But these considerations, however powerfully they address themselves to 
your sensibility, are greatly outweighed by those which apply more immedi- 
ately t9 your interest: here every portion of our country finds the most com- 
manding motives for carefully guarding and preserving the union of the 
whole. 

The Norths in an unrestrained intercourse with the Souths protected by 
the equal laws of a common government, finds, in the productions of the lat- 
ter, ^reat additional resources of maritime and commercial enterprise, and 
precious materials of manufacturing industry. The Souih^ in the same inters 
course, benefiting by the agency of the Norths sees> its agriculture grow, and 
its commerce expand. Turning, partly int » its own channels the seamen of 
the Norths its particular navigation invigorated: and while it contributes, in 
different ways, to nourish and increase the general mass of the national na- 
vigation, it looks forward to the protection of a maritime strength, to which 
Itself is unequally adapted. The Easif in like intercourse with the We^ 
already finds, and in the progressive improvement of interior communication^ 
b^ land and water, will more and more find a valuable vent for the commo- 
dities which it brings from abroad, or manufactures at home. The West de- 
rives from th^ East supplies requisite to its growth and .comfort; and what is, 
perhapsi of still greater consequense, it niiisty of ascessityy owe tho secure 
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tnjoyflieiit of indinpeDsable outlets for its own prodnrctkinsy to the weigiir^ 
influence^ and the future maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the 
Union, directed by an indissoluble community of interest, as one nation. An^ 
other tenure b^ which the fFett can hold this essential advantage^ whether^ 
derived from its own separate streitgth, or from an apostate and unnatural 
connexion with anj foreign Power,, must be intrinsicalljr precarious. 

^ While, then, every part of our countrj thus feels an immediate and parti- 
cular interest in union, all the parties combined cannot fail to find, tn the 
united mass of means and eflbrts, greater strength, greater resource, propor- 
^ - tionablj greater security from external danger ; a less frequent interruption 

\" of their peace bj foreign nations; and, what is of inestimable value, thej 

'o must derive from union, an exemption from those broils and wars between 
themselves, which so frequently afflict neighboring countries, not tied toge* 
ther by the same government, which their own rivalships alone would be 
sufficient to produce; but which opposite foreign alliances, attachments, and 
intrigues, would stimulate and embitter, f Hence, likewise, they will avoid 
the necessity of those oveigrown rniTitary establishments, which, under any 
form of government, are inauspicious to liberty, and which are to be regard- 
ed as particularly hostile to republican liberty ; in this sense it is, that your 
union ought to be considered as a main prop of your liberty, and that the love 
of the one ought to endear to you the preservation of the other. 

These considerations speak a persuasive language to every refecting and 
virtuous mind, and exhibit the continuance of the Union as a primary object 
of patriotic desire. Is there a doubt, whether a common ^vemment can em- 

. brace so large a sphere? Let experience solve it* To listen to mere specu- 
lation, in such a case, were criminal. We are authorized to hope, that a 
proper organization of the whole, with the auxiliary agency of governments 
for the respective subdivisions, will afford a happy issue to the experiment. 
With such powerful and obvious motives to union, affecting all parts of our 
country, while experience shall not have demonstrated its impracticability,, 
there will always be reason to distrust the patriotism of thosC) who, in any 
quarter, may endeavor to weaken its bands. 

In contemplating the causes which may disturb oUr union, it occurs, as a 
matter of serious concern, that any ground should have been furnished for 
characterizing parties by geographical discriminations: I^orthemhXkA Souihr 
trf^-^tkmiie and Western $ whence designing men may endeavor to excite a 
belief that there is a real difference of lo(^ interests and views. One of the 
expedients of part^ to acouire influence within particular districts, is to mis- 
represent the opinions and aims of other districts. You cannot shield your- 
selves too much against the jealousies and heart-burnings which spring from 
these misrepresenutions: they tend to render alien to each other those who^ 

' ought to be bound together by fraternal affection. The inhabitants of our 
Western country have lately* had a useful lesson on this head ;. they have 
seen, in the negotiatimi by the Executive,, and in the unanimous ratincation 
by the Senate, of the treaty with Spain, and b^ the universal satisfactipn at 
^e event, throughout the United States, a decisive proof how unfounded were 
the suspicions propagated among them, of a policy in the Qeneral Govern- 
ment, and in the A&antic States, unfriendly to their interests in regard to 
the MiaeUeippi: they have been witnesses to the formation of two treaties — 
that with Great Britain and that with Spain— ^which secure to them every 
thins they could desire, in respect to our foreign relations, towards confirm- 
ing Sieir prosperity. Will it not be their wisdom to rely for the preservation 
of these advantages on the Union by which they were procured? Will they 
not henceforth be deaf to those advisers, if such there ar^ who w:ooUl s^t^ 
from their teothtraaadxoMnauttiiem with aliens? 
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To the dSeacy and permaneiicjof yuur union, a GknrernitKmt for the whole ' 1 
is indispensable. No alliance, however strict, between the parts, can bean ^ 
adequate substitute; they most inevitably experience the infractions and in* 
terruptions which all alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible of this 
niomeotous truth, you have improved upon your nrst essay, by the adoption: 
of a constitution of Government, better calculated than your former, for an 
intimate union and for the efficacious managementof your common concerns* 
This Government, the offspring of our own dhoice, uninfluenced and unawed, 
adopted upon full investigation and mature deliberation, completely tree in 
ita principles, in the distribution of its powers, uniting security with energy 
ana containing within itself a provision, for its own amendment, has a just 
claim to your confidence and your support Respect for its authority, com- -^ 
pi iance with its laws, acquiescence in its measures, are duties enjoined by 
the fundamental maxims of true liberty. The basis of our political systems 
is the right of the People to make and to alter their constitutions of govern-^ 
inent: but, the constitution, which at any time exists, till changed by an 'expU# 
cit, an authentic act of the whole People, is sacredly obligatory upon aU. jThe v 
very idea of the power and the right of the People to establish Government,' ^, ^ 
presupposes the duty of every individual to obey the established govern- ^ 
ment . 

All o'bstructions to the execution of the laws; all combinations and associa-^ 
tions, under whatever plausible character, with the real design to direct, 
control, counteract, or awe, the regular deliberation and action of the consti- 
tuted authyi ties, are destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal 
tendency. CThey serve to organize faction ; to give it an artificial and extra- 
o^d^flary jforce^_to putjn the.pbuse-of-thedelegate-dmU-of the Nation, the' 
.wilLiif a party, often a small but artful and enterprising minonty of the com- 
munity; lindaccof^hjoglo jthejajt^ triumphs of different parties, to make 
tKe public ad roinistratioa the-nurrojCof Jtha ill -coBcerted and incongruous 
projects 6ffactfon, rather than the organ of consistent and wholesome plans, 
dlgestecTby common counsels, and modified by mutual interests. 

However combinations or associations of the above description may now . 
and then answer popular ends, they are likely, in the course of time and 
things, to become potent engines, by which conning, ambttious, and unprin- * 
cipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the Petiple, and to usurp, 
for themselves, the reins of government; destroying, afterwards, the very en- 
gines which have lifted them to unjust dominion. 

Towards the preservation of your Government, and the permanency of 
your present happy state, it is requisite, not only that you speedily dis- 
countenance irregular oppositions to its acknowledged authority, but also 
that you resist with care the spirit of innovation upon its principles, however 
^ecious the pretexts. One method of assault may be to effect, in the forms 
of the constitution, alterations which will ioipair the energy of the system, 
and thus to undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. In all the chan- 
ges to which. you may be invited, remember that time and habit are at least - 
as necessary to fix the true character of Governments, as of other human insti- 
tutions; that experience is the surest standard by which to test the real teQ-> 
dency of the existing constitution of a country; that facility in changes, upon 
the credit of mere hypothesis and opinion, exposes to perpetual change, from 
the endless variety of hypothesis and opinion; and remember, especially, that^ 
for the efficient management ol your common interests, in a country so ex/- 
tensive as ours, a Government of as much vigor as is consistent with the per- 



fect security of liberty, is indinpensible. TiJhfr^Y ^*'^f^f «/iii fin||^ jn tiuh a 
Government, with powers prepeHy HiatnhnfofI ftnd acjjiiatetl, its sorest^puaia,^ 
dian. It is, indeed^ Rttle else than a name, where the Govemment_isj2Sfc- 
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idtUi9 to withstend the eaterprines of faction, tocootiM oieh iMMiWr of the 
<|Qpie.ty. witbin the limits prescribed by the laws, aod to maintain all in the 

' secure and tranqoil enjoyment of the rights of person and property. 

I . I have already intimated to you, the danger of parties in the §tate, with 

I particular reference to the founding of them on geographical discriminationa. 

/; Lcitipe^now take a more comprehensive view, and wara you, in the noatao- 
>l lemo manner, against the baneful effects of the spirit of party generally. 

, This spirit, unfortunately, is iiiseparable from our nature, having its root 

V/ \n the strongest passions of the human mind. It exists under different shapes 

inall governments, more or less atifled, controled, or repressed; but in thos6 

^ of the p(»pular fornix it is seen in its greatest rankneM, and is truly their worst 

^ enemy. 
U- The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the 
apirit of revenge, natural to party dissension, which« in different ages and 
I countries, lias perpetrated the most horrid enoi^mities, is itaelt a frightful des- 
potism. But this leads at leneth, to a more formal and permanent despotism* 
The di^rders and miseries which result gradually incline the minds of men 
to seek security and repose in the absolute power of an individual; and, sooner 
or later, the chief of some prevailing faction, more able or more fortunate 
than his competitors, turns this disposition to the purposes of his own eleva* 
4ion, on the ruins of public liberty. 

Without looking forward to an extremity of this kind, (whieh nevertheless 
ought not to be entirely out of 9ight) the common and continual mischiefs of 
the spirit of party are s^ufficient to make it the interest and du^ of a wise 
people to discourage and restrain it > 

It serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble the public ad- 
ministration. It agitates the community with ill-founded jealousies and false 
alarmsi kindles thp animosity of one part against another; foment*). Occasion- 
ally, riot and insui-rection. It opens the* door. to foreign influence and cor- 
ruption, which find a facilitated access to the Crovernment itself, through the 
channels of party passions. Thus the policy and the will of one country are 
subjected to the'policy and will of another. 

p^ There is an opinion, that parties, in free tsountries, are useful checks upoa 
the administration of the government, and serve to keep alive the spirit of li- 
berty. This, within certain limits, is probably true; and, in governments of 
a mooarchtcal cast, patriotism may look with indulgence, if not with favor, 
upon the spirit of party But in those of the popular character, in govern- 
ments purely elective, it is a spirit not to be encouraged. From their natural 
tendency ) it is certain there will always be enough of that spirit for every salu- 
tary purpose. And there being constant danger of excess, the effort ought to 
be, by force of public opinion, to mitigate and assuage it. A fire not to be 
quenched, it demands a unitorm vigilance to prevent its bursting into a flamet 
lest, instead of warming, it should consume. 

It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a free country^ 
should inspire caution in those entrusted with its administration, to confine 
themselves within their respective constitutional spheres, avoiding, in the ex- 
ercise of the powers of one department, to encroach upon another. The spirit 
of encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the departments in one, 
and tlius to create, whatever the form of government, a real despotism. A 
just estimate of that love of power, and proneness to abuse it, which predomi- 
nates in the human heart, is sufficient to satisfy us of the trutli of this position. 
The necessity of reciprocal checks in the exercise pf political power, by divi- 
ding and distributing it into different depositories, and constituting each the 
euardian of the public weal, as;ainst invasions by the others, has been e? inced 
%texperimenta ancient and modern: some of them in our own country, and 
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SBder onr oHm eyts* To preserve them must be M wtcemtrf M to iii»f tfote. r- 
them. H9 in the bpiBion of the people* the distribution or modification of the 
constitatioaal powers, be, in any particular, wrong, let it be corrected hj as 
amendment in the way which the Conatitution designates* But let there bt « 
BO change by usurpation: for though this, in one instance, may be the instni* ' 
mettt of gooil. it is the customary weapon br which free governments are des- 
troyed. The precedent must always greatly overbalance, in permanent evil^ 
any nartia) or transient benefit which the use can at any time yield. 
' Or all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religioa 
and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the 
tribute of patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars of human 
bappiness— these firmest props ef the duties of men and citizens. Th« mere ' 
politician, e<qually with the pious man, ought to reapect and to cherish them* 
A volume could not trace all their connexions with private and public felicity. 
Let it simply be asked, where is the security for property, for reputation, (or 
Nfe. if the sense of religious obligation deseri the oaths, which are the instru^ 
aients of investigation in courts of justice? And let us with caution indulge 
the Bupposition, that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever 
may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar 
Structure, reason and experience both forbid U8 to expect that national mor* 
ality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle. 

'Tis Bulistantially true, that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of pop. 
Tilar government. The rule indeed extends with more or less force to evi>rjr 
species of free government Who, that is a sincere friend to it, can look witn 
indifference upon attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric? 

Premote, then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the gen- ; ^ 
eral diffusion of knowledge. In proportion as the structure of a government 

E'ves force to public opinion^ it is essential that public opinion should be eD»> 
jhtened. ' .^•^ 

As a very important source of strength and security, cherish public credit 
One method of preserving it is to use it as sparingly as possible, avoiding oc- 
casions of expense, by cultivating peace; but remembering also that timely 
disbursements to prepare for danger, frequently prevent much grea^i* dis- 

"bursements to repel it; avoiding, likewise, the accumulation of debt, not only 
%j shunning occasions of expense, but by vigorous exertions, in time of peace, 
to discharge the debts which unavoidable wars may have occasioned; not un- 
generouf»ly throwing upon posterity the burthen which we ourselves ought ja^ 
bear. The execution of these maxims belongs to your representatives, but it 
is necessary that public opinion should co-operate. To facilitate to them the 
performance of their duty, it is essential that you should practically bear in 
mind, that, towards the payment of debts, there must be revenue; that to haTU 
revenue there must be taxes; that no taxes can be devised which are not more 
or less inconvenient and unpleasant; that the intrinsic embarrassment, in(«ep«> 
arable from the selection of the proper objects, (which is always a choice of 
difficiHties) ought to be a decisive motive for a candid construction of the 
conduct of the Grovernment in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence in 
the measures for obtaining revenue, which the public exigencies may at any 
time dictate. 

y Observe good faith and justice towards all nations: cultivate peace and 
1^ harmony witn all. Religion and morality enjoin this conduct— -and can it be 
' that good policy does not equally enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, and» t 
at no distant period, a great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous and; 
too novel example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and benev» 
elence. Who can doubt that, in the course ot time and things, the fruito of 
snrh s p!«»n-^cT'** •'i^**J» repay ai^y temporary advantages which might belivt 
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bj a stead J adherence to ili Can it be, that Provideiice*ht« not connected 
the ijermanent felicity of a nation with its virtues? The expiienment, at least, 
is recommended by every sentiment which enobles human nature. — Alas! is 
it render$Kl impossible by its vices? 

I .Id the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than that perma- 
' nent inveterate antipathies against particular nations, and passionate attach* 
. ments for others, should be excluded; and that, in place of them, just and 
amicable feelings towards all should be cultivated. The nation which in- 
dulges towards another an habitual hatred, or an habitual fondness, is, in 
some degree, a slave.— It is a slave to its animosity or to its affection, either 
of which is sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its interest Antipa- 
thy in one nation against another, disposes each more readily to offer insult 
and injury, to Jay hold of slight causes of umbrage, and to be haughty and 
intractable, when accidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur. Hence, 
frequent coPisions; obstinate, envenomed, and bhiody contests. The nation, 
prompted bj? ill-will and resentment, sometimes impels to war the govern- 
ment, contrary to the best calculations of policy. The government sometimes 
participates in the national propensity, ana adopts, through passion, what rea- 
son would reject; at other times, it makes the animosity of the nation subser- 
vient to projects of hostility, instigated by pride and ambition, and other 
sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, sometimes, perhaps, the 
liberty of nations, has been the victim. 

So, likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation to another produces a 
variety of evils. Sympathy for the favorite nation, facilitating the illusion of 
an imaginary common interest, in cases where no real common interest exists, 
and infusing into one the enmities of the other, betrays the former into a par- 
ticipation in the quarrels and wars of the latter, without adequate inducement 
or justification. It leads also to concessions to the favorite nation of privileg;- 
es denied to others, which is apt doubly to iniure the nation making conces- 
sions; by unnecessarily parting with what ought to have been retained, and by 
exciting jealousy, ill-will, and.a disposition to retaliate, in the parties from 
whom equal privileges are withheld: and it gives to ambitious, corrupted, or 
deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favorite nation) facility to 
betray or sacrifice the interests of their own country, -without odium, some- 
times even with popularity; gilding with the appearances of a virtuous sense 
of obligation, a commendable deference for public opinion, or a laudable zeal 
for public good, the base or foolish compliances of ambition, corruption, or 
infatuation. 

As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such attachments are 
particularly alarming to the truly enlightened and independent patriot. How 
many opportunities do they afford to tamper with domestic factions, to practice 
the arts of seduction^to mislead public opinion, to influence or awe the public 
councils ! Such an attachment of a small or weak, towards a great and pow- 
erful nation, dooms the former to be the satelite of the latter. 

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe 
me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly awake; 
since history and experience prove ^hat foreign influence is one of the most 
] baneful foes of a republican government But that jealousy, to be useful, 
iBU^t be impartial; else it becomes the instrument of the very influence to be 
avoided, instead of a defence against it. Excessive partiality for one foreign 
nation, and excessive dislike of another, cause those whom they actuate to 
see danger only on one side, and serve to veil and even second the arts of in- 
fluence on the othen Real patriots, who way resist the intrigues of the fa- 
vorite, are liable to become suspected and odious; while its tools and dupes 
usurp the applause and confidence of the people, to surrender tlieir interests.^ 
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The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign nttions, is, in extend[r j^ ^ 
ing our commercial relations, to haire with them as little political connexioB ^ 
as possible. So far as we have already formed engagements, let them be fat* / * 
filled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop. 

Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us have none, or a very ro- x/ 
' mote relation. . Hence she must be engaged in frequent controversies, the 
causes of whir.h are essentially foreign to our concerns. Hence« therefore^ 
it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves, by artificial ties, in the ordina- 
ry vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordinary combinations and collisions of 
her friendships or enmities. 

Our detached and distant situation invites, and enables. us, to pursue a dif- 
ferent course, if we remain one people, under an efficient government, the 
period is not far off when we may defy material injury from exteriiai annoy- 
ance, when we may take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality we may 
at any time resolve upon, to be scrupulously respected; when belligerent na- 
tions, under the impossibility of making acquisitions upon us, will not lightly 
hazard the giving us provocation; when we may choose peace or war, as our 
interest, guided by justice, shall counsel. 

Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation? Why «|uit our own, 
to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by interweaving our destiny with that 
of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils of Euro- 
pean ambition, rivalship, interest, humor, or caprice? y' f "^ 

'Tis our true policy to steer clear of permanent allnnces with any portion of -^f^' 
the foreign world-— so far, I mean, as we are now at liberty to do it: for let 
me not be understood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing engage- 
ments. I hold the maxim no less applicable to public than to private affairs, 
that honesty is always the best policy. 1 repeat it, therefore* let those engage- 
ments be observed in their genuine sense. But, in my opinion, it is unne- 
cessary, and would be unwi»e, to extend them. 

Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suitable establishments, on a re- 
spectable defensive posture, we may safely trust to temporary alliances for ^- 
extraordinary emergencies. 

Harmony, and a liberal intercourse with all nations, are recommended 
by policy, humanity, and interest But even our commercial policy should 
hold an equal and impartial hand, neither seeking nor granting exclusive fa- 
vors or preferences; consulting the natural course of thinga: diffusing and ^ 
diversifying, by gentle means, the streams of commerce, but forcing nothing; 
establishing with Powers so disposed, in order to give trade a stable course^ 
to define the rights of our merchants, and to enable the Government to sup* 
port them, conventional rules of intercourse, the best that present circum^' 
stances and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, and liable, to be, from 
time to time, abandoned or varied, as experience and circumstance shall dic- 
tate ; constantly keeping in view, that nis folly in one nation to look for dis- 
interested favors from another ; that it must pay with a portion of its indepen- 
dence for whatever it may accept under that character ; that by such accept 
tance it may place itself in the condition of having given equivalents for nom- 
inal favors, and yet of being reproached with ingratitude for not giving more. 
There can be no greater error than to expect or calculate upon real favora ^ 
from nation to nation. 'Tis all illusion, which experience muat cure— 
which a just pride ought to discard. 

In offering to you, mv countrymen, these counsels of an old and affection- 
ate tnend, 1 dare not hope they will make the strong and lasting impression 
I could wish, that they will control the usual current of the passions, or pre- 
vent our nation from running the course which has hitherto marked the desti- 
nv of natio»«; but if I may even flatter ravself that they may be productive 
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$X some iMrfial benefit, some eccamoDal good ; that tkej uoif Biiw«»d Iboo 
vecur to moderate the fury of party spirit, to warn agaiast the mwcbiefs cf 
M foreign intrigues, to guard against tne impostures of pretended patrioti^ni; 
this hope will be a full recompense for the solicitude for jour weUare by whidi 
thej have been dictated. 

now far, in the discharge of mj official duties, I have been guided by the 
principles, which have been delineated, the public records and other evidences 
of my conduct must witness to you and to the world* To myself, the assu* 
tance of my own conscience is, that I have at least beUeved nyself to be 
giitded by them. 

In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, my Drociamntion of the 
ttdof April, 1795, is the indei to my plan. Sanctioned by Your approving 
Toice, ana by that of your Representatives in both Houses of Congress, the 
spirit of that measure has conttnually governed me^ uninfluenced by any at* 
tempts to deter or divert me from it* 

After detiberate examination, with the aid of the best iigkts I eould obtain, 
I was well satisfied that our country, under all the circumstances of the ease, 
had a right to take, and was bound; in duty and interest to take, a neutral po- 
•ition. Having taken it, I determined, as far as should depend upon me, to 
maintain it mm moderation, perseverance and firmness. 

The considerations which respect the right to hold this conduct, it is not 
necessary on this occasion to detaiL I wul only observe, that, according to 
tnj understanding of the matter, that right, so far from being denied, by any 
•f^the belligerent Powers, has been virtually admitted by all* 

The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred, without any thing* 
more, from the obli^tion which justice and Mmanity impose on every nation, 
in cases in which it is free ta act, to maintain inviolate tne relations of pea^e 
and amity tonnrds other nations. 

The inducements of interest, for observing that conduct, will best be re* 

ferredtoyour own reflections and experience* ^ With me, afiredominant mo- 

/ tive has been to endeavor to gain time to our country to settle and mature its 

' yet recent institutions $ and to progress, without interruption, to that degree 

of strength and consistency, which is necessary to|;ive it, humanly speakiog^ 

the command of its own f ortuii^ 

Though, in reviewing the incidents of my administration, i am unconsci^ 
Otts of intentional error, I think it probable that I have committed many er- 
aors. Whatever they may be, I fervently beseech the Almighty to avert or 
mitigate the evils to which they may tend* I shall also carry with me the 
hope that my country will never cease to view them with indulgence ; and 
that, after forty-five years of my life dedicated to its service, with an up* 
ri^t zeal, the faults of incompetent abilities will be consigned to obiivioot 
as myself must soon be to the mansions of rest. 

Relying on its kindness^ in this as in other things, and equated by that fer- 
vent love towards it which is so natnral to a man who views it in Oie native 
soil of hiflftself and his progenitors for several generations, i anticipate with 
pleasing expectations, that retreat, in which 1 promise myself to realize, 
without alloy, the sweet enjoyment of partakir^, in the midist of my fellow* 
•itizens, ttie benign influence ijf good laws, under a free government--- ihe 
over favorite object fA my heart ^ and the happy reward, as 1 trust, of oiic 
)Bllutual cares, labors, and dangers* 

OEO. WASHINGTON*^ 
( lMiUdSW^l7thSept.vrW. 
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